

GPSA Resolution in Support of the Permanent Removal of the Tuition Credit
Filed: #FR-11-016
Adopted by Council: December 3rd 2011
Jointly Resolved by GPSA President:  December 9th 2011

WHEREAS the University of New Mexico is a public institution of higher education; and
WHEREAS the amount of state funding to UNM is determined by a funding formula; and
WHEREAS the state decreases the formula funding amount sent to UNM each year by the amount of the tuition credit; and
WHEREAS the University can only make up this budget shortfall by raising tuition on students; and 
WHEREAS the tuition credit therefore places a burden on students to pay for all state costs; and
WHEREAS the tuition credit functions as a tax on students; and
WHEREAS the funding formula has recently been revised to include an increased emphasis on student outcomes such as degrees awarded and not just inputs such as student credit hours; and
WHEREAS the funding formula revision removes the tuition credit for the upcoming fiscal year;
WHEREAS the chair of the Funding Formula Task Force Chair Curtis Porter described the removal of the tuition credit as critical for the viability of the new funding formula in supporting higher education in the state of New Mexico; and 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Graduate Professional Students Association (GPSA) urges the New Mexico state legislature to permanently remove the tuition credit;
BE IT ULTIMATELY RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Susana Martinez, Speaker of the House Ben Lujan, President Pro Tempore Timothy Jennings, Legislative Finance Chair John Arthur Smith, Legislative Finance Vice-Chairman Representative Luciano Varela, Legislative Finance Director David Abbey, Secretary of Higher Education Jose Garcia, Chair of the Legislative Education Study Committee Rick Miera, President of UNM Dr. David J. Schmidly, Director of UNM Government Relations Marc Saavedra, ASUNM President Jaymie Roybal, GPSA President Katie Richardson, Parent Association President Maria Probasco, Staff Council President Mary Clark, Faculty Senate President Tim Ross
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